384                   THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
ARRESTED     SIMILAR      CHARGE      REFUSED      BEING     BAILED.        CHAIRMAN
BELONGS     MAHOMEDAN     PRIESTLY     CLASS.        PROFOUND     SENSATION.
M. K. GANDHI
India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 2896/08
230.   SUMMARY OF LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS1
July 219.1908
Mr. Gandhi, in a letter to General Smuts, points out that, while so many of
the rank and file of the community are suffering imprisonment under the Registration
Act, he himself, who has also not taken out a certificate, and is the chief instrument
in his countrymen having done what they have, is still at large. He asks, "Is it coura-
geous to leave me alone and to harass poor Indians?5' He reasserts his eagerness to
serve the people of the Transvaal generally as to serve his own countrymen.
India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 3722/08
231.   LETTER TO A. CARTWRIGHT
[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 21, 1908
DEAR MR. CARTWRIGHT,
Eight Indian hawkers, four Mahomedans and four Hindus, have
gone to gaol today for four days' imprisonment for hawking \Jithout
licences.2 The imprisonment was with hard labour. Mr. Imam Abdul
Cader, Chairman of the Hamidia Islamic Society, Mr. T. Naidoo
co-signatory with me to the letter sent from the gaol, and four others
have also been arrested for hawking without licences. These last are
all gentlemen who, in the ordinary walk of life, are not hawkers but
they have taken to it by way of protest. The arrest of Imam Abdul
Cader will create a sensation, not only in South Africa, but throughout
India. The word "Imam55 means "priest". His vocation was and
still is very often, that of priest at the Mosque, and the position of
Chairman of the Hamidia Islamic Society is also a very responsible one.
/                                       I am,
Tours sincerely,
ALBERT GARTWRIGHT, ESQ.
PRETORIA
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy; S. N. 4853
.     * The passage above is from aprecis of events Ritch sent to the Colonial Office
as aa aonexore to his letter of October 6,1908. The original letter itself is not available
2 Vide   Trial of Ismail Akoojee and Others", pp. 382-3.